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A P ort on the funetiens, aetlvities and accomplishments of
the MeKownville Water Advisery Board as of May, 1966

i In May 1964 the McKownville Improvement Association alarmed
at the badly silted in eondition of the MeKownville reserveir and

the 1nereased need for water,requested the Town Beoard to form a new
Water Advisory:Beard for the MeKewnville Water Distriet to replage
the exlisting one whose ranks had hecome depletdd.

The Town Board adquiesed and appointed Chas. Maneri, John
Feldmann, Fred Ahele, Gerald W. Hamme and J. Franeis Purdy. Chas.
Maneri was chosen chairmen and the first meeting was held on May 15th.

It was deelded that the immediate preblem was te push
dredging the reservolr whose storage capaelty had become perlleusly leow.
The next preoblems te We wmet 1t was felt were to get contrel ef the
upper or Chureh pond owned for the mest part By MeKownville Methedlst
Chureh to insure 1ts eontinued availebillty for inereased storage,
and an inerease in the capaclty of the filtration plant te enable it
to process-all the water available and to improve the quality of the
water by redueing the overtaxins of the present plant.

‘The Board recommended that J. Kenneth Fraser Assoelstes be
retained to furnish the requireéd Engineering Services and to prepare
plans for the reservoir dredging and the addition to the filter plant,

Plans for the dredging were prepared, rcviewed by the Adviwory
Board and bids were taken en Nov. 1lOth., The Work was performed by
Anrad Const. Co. and when ecompleted this spring, the capaeity eof the
reservoir had been increased from 1,250,000 gal. to 3,160,000 gals.
at a cost of ap.roximately {27,000 including & new intake to replace
the aged low 1lift pumping statlon. The Board then turned its eyes to
the other problems to be tuckled.

The plang for the enlargement of the filter eapscity were
undertaken ». Mr. Fraser, It was found that the upper or chureh pond
has a capacity of 7,500,000 gal, and it was recommended thut th: Town
Supervisor toke Imw eqlate ste g to effect its purchese so thet the woter
District could ra . ir & = :m or bake stens to ~ive tl.2 vslter District
veter riclits over it.

i cetition from 20 residents of the Shady Lane area was
srecented to be included in the weter Jistrict. The Board recoumended
deferrment of actlion pendinz; estsztlishment of increcsed filtraticn.

A complete analysis of water use during the summer of 1964
was prevcered by Mr. Purdy including statistics of water over the
spillway (for much of the swamer a minus quantity with the drought)
and provided vitally nceded statisties for the use of the Board,

The #oard studied s report of the New York Fire Insurance
Rating Bureau on the fire defenses of the NcKownville Fire District
which took serious exception to the inability of the water system to
meet the required fire flows,.

It was also noted that during the sunmer of 1964 for a con-
siderable period the water flowing into the reservoir from the two
small streams which supply it was insufficient to meet the demand.
When our own reservolr drew down 1t was necess»ry to siphon water from
the chureh pond whieh we sould only do with thelr permissioen. Without <~
roin to augment it)the watersh ed seems to produce shout 375,000 gpd maxe
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In late 1964 Mr. Manerl moved to a new job in Washington and
I was elected chairmean. The Town Board was notified and Mr. Harry
Reynders was added to the Board,

In late December began the first of a series of events whiech
have rendered the operation of this Water Advisory Roard difficult.
The Town Board proposed to change the zoning ordinance to permit high
rise bulldings and relax the square foot requirements, A specifie
proposal almed at MeKewnville contemplated three high rise buildings
to house up to 300 families. Members of the Water Board were alarmed
at the p roposed inereased use of water, as Shady Lane had already been
deferred and the Board had not been consulted as to possible impact.
Neither had the Fire District been consulted as to poessible impact on
its facilities. The Water Advisory Board unanimously opposed the change
in zoning. The Board was treaded in a deroggatory menner and its
information was questioned as to accuraey,

The Advisory Boerd felt that an assistant should be provided
for the Water Superintendent to assist him in operating the filtration
plant as he now has 80 many duties that maintenanece 1s lagging, The
NYFIRO report had recommended similar proeedure statipng that such a man
should ke in liason with the Flre Dent. 1n event of serious fire,

The Water Bosrd recommended to the Town Board in 1964 that such an item
be ineluded 1In the budget. In 1965 the Water Boeard recormended the
hiring of Wm. Olsmit, a resident of MgKownville, a member of McKownville
Fire Depte A man qualified to operate a filter plant as he is night
operator of a mueh larger similar installation at Winthrop Laboratories
in Rensselamr. After mueh prodding the hoard appeinted a man who does
not reside in the distriet, is not a member of the Fire Dept, No one

is sure of hils qualifieations and thls Board was never eonsulted or
given a echanece to review his qualificationse This 1s a bit of politieal
ehigannery. .

The Town Board has effeeted a plan to give water to some 75
additional users in the Three Hills ®errace area., This was done on the
adviece of the Town Wide Water Advisory Beard and this Board was given
no opportunity to speak on same or examine proposals exeept at hearings.

During the winter the Town Board without previous notiee and
knowledge of this Board doubled the size of the Board, inereasing its
g8lze to 10 men. .

With Mr. Mgneri's leaving our liason with the Town Wide Water
Advisory Board Was lost, Efforts to have Nr. Purdy work with the Town
wide board have been met with sueh bad graee that sueh propesal has been

dropped.

On the eredit side of the ldiger,blds have been tasken on

April 19th and the eontraet signed with Wilber & Clarfelle, In¢. in the
amount of $42,655,00 to perform the work of enlarging the filter plant

This will double its capaclty from 288,000 gpd to more than 500,000 gpde !
Mr. Fraser and others have estlimated the espaelty of the watershed to |
produee water under normal rainfall eonditions as 500,000 gpd maximum,

Thus the enlarged plant will be able to produce more than the streams

ean produce and will give an added safety faetor, and reduce the straln

on the present plant whieh has been severely overtaxed at times render-

ing the quality of the water poor,.

A plan to raise the dam 2 feet to gilve another 1,600,000 gal,
storage ¢apaslty has been temporarily at least dropped on advice of the
Engineer due to 1ts proximity to Western Avenue and the drainage
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gituation it might ereate in eonneetion with the State Highwsy and
the Dept. of Publie Works.

In early April s survey was made through the efforts of
Robert Richey, a member of the Water Advisory Board, by representatives
of the U.S. Dept. of Agrieulture to make recommendations asg to
Improvement of the watershed, possible increased storage of water and
related aspects, NO report has been received as yet.

Efforts to purchase or aequire water rights to the echureh
pond have eompletely stalemated, The Water Advisory Board has rsquested
Mr. Robinson several times to investigate thls and proeeed with aetion
on same., Mr. Rebinsen has asked that these eontaets be left to him,
Se far no action has bheen taken of whilch we are aware after nearly one
Jear.

The Water Board has alse a number of smaller dtems on some
of which recommendations have already been made, and & number still to
be studied which it is felt will help the situation.

The dredged reservelr will now reserve approximately a ten
day supply under normal summer wme in excess of 300,000 gpd, net too
mieh when you consider it. The upper reservoir eould give us an
additional 20 day supply. Both these figures are for raw water alone,
Our storage tank will store 200,000 gal. of treated water., No one has
yet come up with a satisfactory method of inereasing this capscity
wlthout tremendous expense bo the taxpsayers.

The addition of the Three 11ills Terrasce area to be sup;licd
fror: the hMcKownville Rescrvolr vill add an additional use of . vox-
imately 15,000 gpd (Ap roxe. 75 fumilies o 200 ,;pd) to the water use,

In my opinion ony lar;c incresased use of the water facllities
should te corefully welched before being undertsken and o conservative
approach used to glvine our water away. Unlews this done McKownville
residents will find that they have spent a large sum of money for
improvements which will be of no benefit at all,

Respectflully submitted

C}én/an oée/ Mvisory Board

for the MeKownville Water Distriet




