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.Lahdﬁll‘s' are lasf outdated as outhouses

To the Edltor :
The Albany Landfill should
not be permitted to expand,
The McKownville Improve-
ment Association, of which I am

president, strongly ohjects to the

laridfill operations. Its expansion
would exacerbate the problems
- we have had with the Albany
landﬁll operation,

* Firstly, it has been a smelly
operation. It stinks up our neigh-

borhood, ‘We have had numer-

ous public meetings about the
stink and n:umy, ‘any com-
plaints. :

The stik is not only obnoxious
but many of our 800-plus house-
holds are convinced that it
masks a health 'risk and is
therefore dangerous. The “Big
Stink” is presumed to carry

homes and gardens and lives:
. What is in the gases'coming out
.of the landfill is the often-asked
~ question. We do not know, but
our fears make our days and
nights uneasy.
~ Secondly, t.he landﬁll mter-
feres ‘with our use of the Pine
Bush as & recreational site. Guil-

‘derland and the. nearby suburbs

of Colotie’ and Bethlehem do not.
“have very many pubhcly-owned
wilderness recreational sites

availaple. As- prxvate land -
becomes deveéloped, evén the -
privately-owned Wilderness mtes;

are becoming scance.
our "anderneas Central Park"” —

-it'is a uniqué resource that the

‘association fought hard to pro-
‘toct. agaisist the development of
Cronsgates and other davelop-
ers, It is not just another piece of
land =it is special to-ug and to
mmnta.ming a ‘diverse habitat for

“our children and our nexghbors, .

near and far.

Thirdly, authorlzatlon of an
expansion only delays -what
should have happenéd years ago
-~the use of & better technology
to provide for waste disposal. It
B a3 if we are debating whether
to preclude the continuation of
outhouses in. Albany in 2007
rather than forcing government
to collect the fees and taxes

hecessary te provide a modern
. sanitary.sewer system.

Such a d.lscussmn of outhouses

- would seem ludicrous today -~
but then so does this discussion.

Landfills are as outmoded as
outhouses,

A modern, large city cannot
have either. An alternative tech-

. nology is overdue.
dangerous air pollution into our -

Tt i8 time to’ forcé the clty of
Albany to step into the 21st
Century and-do what needs to be

done — stop the landfill ‘and .

dispose of wastes properly. A
delay is an excuse, not 4 sojution.

Fourthly, the. residents of
McKownville logk forward to

" having a connected get of patha
“through' McKownville, the city -
of Albaty, and throygh the Pine

Bush and the neafby lake area

~ al) the way over to the Mchawk
. and the Birip Canal and beyond.

- The fown of Guilderland .is

buay pro'vndmg a McKown\rlllo'_
Regervoir Park near Stuyvesant " -

: " Plaza which will have: paths
" The. Pine Bush'is more than'

whrch we Hope to conziect Up, to
the Pine Bush, ‘Such ‘patha- go

béyond the provwion of recre-

-ation gites — they mark out the
cbnne¢tmns we all have to-each

other..
They will defino our largar
tommaunity: for all of us. They

are like mountmn trmls — they

make the. mountains, part of.
everyday life and gerve to define :
part of that life. And the trail

-Bystem, of. which the Pine Bush

is an important part, does like-

‘wise forthe people of the region.

Mountami without trails —
absurd you might say — so why
should we be forced not to have
trails though our wilderness?

.. We need the Pine Bush to kéep
us grounded in our region and
our neighborhood, The ‘Albany
landfill interferes with this — not
just spatially but by creating a )
fear about what this operation -
does to us as we hike nearit.

It is like a mountain lion hiding

“near & mountein trail -~ jt fore- -

closes the use of the frail to.
many. It is nat what should be —
and we are begging the Depart-
ment of Environmental Consey- -
vation to stop the city of Albany
from. using: our. precigus Piné

Bush: for this use, when the -
“téchnology and the méney can
* be tommanded to alleviate the

problera and improve the. lives -
of the people thoughout our
regian, and especially for the -
people of McKownville, .~

.1 attended and spoke at the
maetlhg at the Polish Amerfca
Cluband [ thought that DEC did

a ‘great job-— it is orderly and "
'.courteoﬂs

and not all of the
public meetmgs conducted by
state agencies-that 1 have ats
tended have been such, Main- *

'tmmng a gourtebus ntmosphere :

is terribly important, I think, and .
DEC did a great job Wedneaday
night. _ "

DonReeb.
President, McKownville
,Improvement Association |



