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Bes 1a’s of

Laminates By John'Addyman

' The Guilderland Industrial

' ‘Development Authority last night .
? voted unanimously to approve the
.-isstiance of -$2. million in ‘taxable
: bonds to fund the construction of
; the Besha. Associates regional-
. officé on Western Avenue. A
-featured part of the pro;ect will be'
the -use of’ hxstonc barns
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IDA Chalrman John Smnrcrch

will now take the approval to the’ ,

Town Board: to see if . other
-provisions ‘will be offered to Besha

Associates in ‘the final package.

James-Besha, -director of Beshal
AsSociates, -will now. seek a

financial institution that will pro-’

vide'the support for the bond issue.

) These taxable bonds are a way
fora private company to-cut a little
- better ‘deal for certain: Kinds of
development ‘Wihien the IDA ap-
- provés the bond, the- title fof ‘the
— project.rests w1th the IDA."

. Besha wnll not have to pay the

. . mortgagetax because a municipai

“entity holds title to the land:-Besha

. will also.be freéd from paying sales: '

. tax on . certain items ‘used in
. constructwn .

" The IDA incurs no llablllty, nor

" does. the:town, through a series of

save-harmless agreéements. So, the .
town:is.niot providing the funding, -
but does host the pass-through:
legal arrangement For this. the
IDA gets a fee. equalmg .5-percent
t0° 1.0 percent of the total bond{
: amount .
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Besha Assocnates may- also enJoy ‘

a break in property taxes, at least

temporarily. Many municipalities,:
‘wishing to ericourage this type of -

-low-density, low-lmpact develop-
mént, will offer a’
mcentwe.

.What ‘may be ,proposed if thev

. Town :Board. - approves, is -a

 phase:in: of Guilderland property. -

taxes: where' Besha Assocclates:
- .would pay an mcreasmg percent-

age.each’'year until'it is paying the

- whole amount’ that would normaliy

_ beassessed on the property. Besha:
“figures. that will bé $15, 000 $20 000 .

. yearly.
“Historic: Barns . ‘
In'this.project, Besha will inove
one “New-World Duitch”’ barn from
the-front of -the property to -the

. rear, then ‘bring in ‘two more-barns.

of ‘the same type, oné from. the

/-other  sidé -of . ‘the Watervliet'

 Reservoir, and the last. from the
Town of Berne,’ These barns date

- Registry.of Historic Buildings.

The barns will be taken apait .

and reassembled. The. orngmal

facade will be’ maintained on ‘the.
toward: -
Western -Avenue. .The southérn -
sides:will have lots of glass.and

‘sides - that face -north,

fade the reservoir.anda small pond
to be.dammed on the site.

Besha Assoc{ates is an engmeer—
that, specnahzes Cin .
hydroelectrlc plants and other -
-water. management facilities. The
company has cliénts nahonwrde,_

local tax .

* *“This type of barn is ‘rare,”” he -
- said, ““The VanPattenbarn’ (On Rt.
" 20) is on the National Historic .

. Al|amonl -Enterprise — Bryce Butl:r .

The VanPatten Dutch Barn Complex, across Route 20 from 84 Lumber Engmeer James
" Besha will move ‘the barn to.the right, an authentzc Dutch barn, back toward the Watervliet
.. Reservoir foran office. He will add & Duichbarn from Stitt Road and possibly one of the other
. two barns in the picture to the office complex The VanPatten barns are registered with the
' State Historic Preservation. Office and Besha wants the Stitt Road barn added to the lzsttng

,( “""tce co,"plex gets ﬁrst
3PDI'0V31 from Guilderland IDA

Inits annhcatnon Besha hsts the

costs ‘of the project at $736,000 for

land, '$850,000-- for - buildings,

. ‘$200,«000 for machinery and«equijp-

ment, $253,000- for utilities and

_roads, $300,000 for architects’ fees,

$50,000: for constriiction loan fees
and interest, and $100,000 for
historic documentatnon The bond
requested ‘has:a life.of 25 years.-

’ Peaceand Quiet

Besha a. former Guilderland ..

7resrdent said his firm’s-engineers

were | lookmg for sorie ‘‘peace-and
quiet” and he has located _the
“the obvlous consnderatlon here is
HOISG

Register, and we want to place the
other two. on the register. Some

significant historical” events, we-. ___

think, ;are - assoclated W1th these

‘barns.”’

. He:said the firms . get v151tors L

from around the world, and the

- new site “Will give people -a sense

«of ‘what this:- country -is all about,n,»

historically.”
_.Authority Member Kathy Kava: -
naugh asked: if.. Besha had any

‘plans to use the pond, perhaps. to

generate: electricity or for experi-

“meiitation. -He'did not. “Everyone )

.wanted-an office facing water.-Our -

_business. is: desngmng dams; we

thouglit it would be nice:to have.a-
dam on the property. We are
sensitive - to the-. envxronmental

_neéds of .the reservoir: we’ re: the

engmeers forit.”
. She:also asked if Besha planned

. to: develop it further,” Besha said.-

"He added that the possxble proper-

ty tax benefnts were -nice, “‘But

.~ we're not’ lookmg for anythmg
“‘more than anyone-else would get.”

Smircich uniderlined the- fact that
the . Town Board has nof. offered
this kind . of incentive for this ‘kmd
of development

Besha said ‘his project could

"cause spinoffs because ““There’s a

MY

"and deals with vendors of special- - .

ized equlpment ‘worldwide: The

~harns will hotise 11,00

employees .

000 square feet - i
of wor/kspace for the fu'm s 18- 20 .

‘:natural environmient in Guilder-

. landfor doing this:sort.of thing."”
from thelate: 16005 tothe late 17005, i

and at least one is on the. National"

. Next meetmg for the IDA, when .
the fmal*pa(,kage should be ready,
wxll occur in October ‘
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