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BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM

UNIQUE SITE NO. 001-06-0137

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

QUAD
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION SERIES
ALBANY NEW YORK (518) 474-0479 NEG. NO.
YOUR NAME: Town of Guilderland DATE: June 1,1979

YOUR ADDRESS: Town Hall,Guilderland TELEPHONE:_ 518-356-1980

L] L]
ORGANIZATION (if any):
* kx Xx %k X %x X *x X X *x kx *x *x % * X . %k %X *( * % ¥ *x *x *x Xx *x Xx *x *x *x *x % x X
IDENTIFICATION hGsaideenlagd. # 4%
I. BUILDING NAME (S): Knower House/%(—B&H:d-l-ng—#Z—})
2. COUNTY:_Albany [FowN/CITV- GuilderlandWLLAGE Altamont VIC.
3. STREET LOCATION: 3921 Altamont #p, |
4. OWNERSHIP: ublic OJ b private & o
5. PRESENT OWNFR ward Gee ADDRESS: 3921 Altamont Rd. Altamont, N.Y.
6. USE: Original: __Te8ldence Present: _TeSidence 12009
7. ACCESSIBILITY . TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road: Yes x] No U ' S
Interior accessible: Explain _BY appointment
8. BUILDING a. clapboard [J  b.stone 3 ~ c.brick (J  d:'board and batten [J ;
MATERIAL: e. cobblestone [J f. shingles (] g.stucco (] other:asbestos shingles =
9. STRUCTURAL a. wood frame with interlocking joints (]
SYSTEM: b. wood frame with light members [ P b
(if known) “c. masonry load bearing walls (] RO TS SRR A
i d. metal (explain) & T e el LTI,
e. other_ ; sl i 5 B e e :

B0 (‘ON[)lfION: * a. excellent D “b. good X W far o d deterlorated D
[1. INTEGRITY:  a. original site ““'b. moved [J © " if so, when" '
g c. list major dltemtlons and: dates (if known):

s shingles ca., 1950

12. PHOTO:

ant




14.

16.

I8.

e D

22,

.ARCHHICI{ nknown

THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none knownX_] b.zoning (] . roads (]
d. developers [ e. deterioration []
f. other: £ s ;
RELATED OUTBUILDIV(JS AND PROPERTY:
: a. barn(J b. carriage house [] C. garage X{(nor L\;Sh:)rig)
d. privy [ . e. shed (J f. greenhouse []
g.- shop [J  h. gardens (J
i. landscape features:
j. other:
SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING  (check more than one if necessary):
a.open land [J © b. woodland
c. scattered buildings (X
d. densely built-up [J . commercial [J
f. industrial [J  g. residential
i : . h.other:

INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:

(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)

The house is located in what was the center of the village
along the Schoharie plank road and is located next to the
Crounse Inn,

OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):

This two-story Georglan Colonial house is five bays wide with
center entrance with Palladian window above., Although presently
sided with asbestos shingles, the owner is starting to remove
the shingles and restore the original clapboards; the interior
retains much of the original features including hand-carved

SIGNIFICANCE decorations on mantels, large central hall with ellipticali
DAThOPlNHTAL(ONSTRUCﬂON ca. 1800 g £

(Se& CDhTINUATION)

BUILDER: unknown

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE
This house was constructed for Benjamln Knower, a prominent
businessman and banker for whom the village was named after
his death., (Knowersville became Altamont in 1887 when the :
Post Office requested the change to avoid confusion with another
town.) Knower was a hatter by trade and developed =a .
waterproofing method for his beaver-skin hats, It is believed
that the room in the western side of the second floor was used
as a display room because of the unusual barrel vaulted ceiling
and handcrafted peg boards around the entire room, William L, Marcy
who later became governor of the State and U,S, Secretary of
State, married Cornelia Knower in the grand hall of this
SOURCES: Interview with owner, _ house in 1824,

Albany County Clerk's Office,

See bibliography
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United States Department of the Interior K nowel HOQ‘?_‘%_XW
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service }‘\\owbqg\; Hbﬁ?
National Register of Historic Places received
inventory—Nomination Form date entered.
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Continuation sheet Building Number 29 Iltem number 18 Page 2

arch and carved newel post, raised paneled doors with
original strap hinges.

Although the exterior has been covered with asbestos shingles,
many significant architectural details remain intact.
second story tripartite window, cornice returns, a carved newel
post on the interior staircase, and delicate interior mouldings
contribute to the character of the building. The structure survives

amidst modern suburban development and is particularly significant
relative to these surroundings.

Arcentral,;
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Site Map (from tax map)
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NPS Form 10-900-a
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number

EXP. 10/31/84

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Guilderland Multiple Resource Area

State New York

Nomination/Type of Review

e
s ‘1. Altamont Historic District Entered in tha xérégper
National Regilster
Attest
2 Apple Tavern BEntered in the ﬁ\:e/eper
National Register
Attest
3. Guilderland Cemetery Vault fﬁ’e/eper
Entered in the
National Register Attest
4. McNiven Farm Complex gptesred Ym tha eeper
¥ational Hegister
Attest
- 15 Crounse, Jacob, Inn Substantive Heview Keeper
Attest
6.  Knower House Entered in the {Keeper
National Register
Attest
7. Gardner House Entered Im tha Meper
National Reglster
Attest
8. Crounse, John and Henry, lsiict {"‘Kéeper
Farm Complex i Tn iha
legPsT6T Attest
9. Crounse, Frederick, House | {"Réeper
National Register Attest
+ '10. Vanderpool Farm Complex Keeper

subsiagiiva Roview

Attest
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"NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
' United States Department of the Interior

Nationa! Park Service )

Knower House (Guilderland MRA)

Albany County
NEW YORK

resubmission
nomination by person or local government

owner objection
appeal
Substantive Review:

l l l ' '

— Sample ___ request

‘EVALUATION / RETUI&«N SHEET

Fed. Reg. Date: % 8k

Working Ng.
Date Due:_/9/>1/52> "'///3ZY1——
Action: _ CACCEPT_u/lséle

Entered in thé™ RETURN

Wational Regigter PEVECT — .
Federal Agency:

— appeal __ NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer o 5
Discipline

Date
— 8e® continuation sheet

.Nomination returned for:

—— technical corrections cited below

——8ubstantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

S. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
has this property been determined eligible?

—_yes __no

7. Description

Candition
— oxcelient

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. ggnificanco

a of Bignifi. Check and justity beteow

1

" apecific dates Sultder Architest
Btatement ef Bignificance (in eno parograph)

summary paragraph e
completeness

tlarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

[l

9. Major Biiliogiraphical References

10. Geographical Data

ol property
Quadrangle neme
UMT Reterences

'

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

mmwdmmmnmn:
— national —- State — local

Stste Historic Preservation Officer signsture

Yt date
13. Other

Maps
——— Photographs
— Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone: 202 272-3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an sttached sheet
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BOILDING £ A
Detail of newel post in the
central hall.,

Detail of hardware on front
door.
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: Historic Resources of
1 Guilderland (Phase I)

POILDING- ¥

Detail of archway in the centra:
hall,

Fireplace in the first story

east parlor.

Detail of carved decoration on
mantel in the east parlor.
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