FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM

UNIQUE SITE No. 001-06-0137

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERV A TION

QUAD
NEWYORE STATE PARES ANIDRECREA TI0MN SERIES _
ALBANY. NEW YORK (5181 4740479 NEG. NO.
youR NaME Town of Gnilderland DATE June 1,1979

YOUR ADDRESS Town Hall,Guilderland typepHoNE _ 518-356-1980
Nels

ORGANIZATION (il atiy)

L HUILDING Nawi () Knower House (Building #29)

2> county: _Albany ——  Fogncinrv. Guilderlandyypack: Altamont Vi

1 STREET LocATION 2921 Altamont o — T e

4, OWNERSLIP 4. public [ b private B

5 PRESENT OWNER td“ﬂfﬂ Gee ADDRESs 3921 Altamont Rd. Altamont, N.Y.
o USE Qiipingl: _ Tesidence Present- _T@s8ldence 12009

9 OACCESSIBILITY 1O PUBLIC Exterior visible from public road: Yes X No T

Interiar accessible  Explain DY appointment

DESCRIFTION

§ BUTLDING i claphoard T by stone [ ¢ brick i hoard and batten [
MATERIAL e cobblestone [0 £ shingles [Z1 g stueco 1 other asbastos shingles
USTRUCTURA a0 waod frame with interlocking joints &
SYSTEM: b wood frame with light members [
(il ki | sy loasd bearimg walls £

d. meinl (explon) —
e, other 1 . =
[ CONIITION: — o excellent b pood X el T2 d. deteriomated
[ INTEGRITY d. oijgingl site (X b mioved 21 I o wlien”?
. list major dllecaiions ands dates (if khown),

shingles ca,1950

12 PHOTO: 13: MAP:
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16.

THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none knownX_] b. zoning (J  ¢. roads [
d. developers [} e. deterioration (]

. f. other:
RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: .
a. barnJ b. carriage house [_] c. garage X {(nor L\tS”oﬁL)

d. privy [J  e. shed [J f. greenhouse [

g. shop [ h. gardens [J

i. landscape features:

j. other:
SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING  (check more than one if necessary):

a. open land [] b. woodland

¢. scattered buildings [X

d. densely built-up [] e. commercial [J

f.industrial (] g residential (@

h. other:

INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:

(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)

The house 1s located in what was the center of the village
along the Schoharie plank road and is located next to the
Crounse Inn,

OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):

This two-story Georgian Colonial house 1s five bays wide with
center entrance with Palladian window above, Although presently
sided with asbestos shingles, the owner 1s starting to remove
the shingles and restore the original clapboards; the interior
retains much of the original features including hand-carved

SIGNIFICANCE decorations on mantels, large central hall with elliptical

19.

20.

21

P

22.

DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: _ca, 1800 (see conTinvamion)

ARCHITECT: __unknown

BUILDER: unknown

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:
This house was constructed for Benjamin Knower, a prominent
businessman and banker for whom the village was named after
his death, (Knowersville became Altamont in 1887 when the
Post Office requested the change to avoid confusion with another
town,) Xnower was a hatter by trade and developed a
waterproofing method for his beaver-skin hats., It is believed
that the room in the western side of the second floor was used
as a display room because of the wmnusual barrel vaulted ceiling
and handerafted peg boards around the entire room. William L, Marcy,
who later became governor of the State and U.S. Secretary of
State, married Cornelia Knower in the grand hall of this
SOURCES: Interview with owner, house in 1824,
Albany County Clerk's Office,
See bibliography

THEME:
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arch and carved newel post, raised paneled doors with
original strap hinges.

Although the exterior has been covered with asbestos shingles,
many significant architectural details remain intact.
second story tripartite window, cornice returns, a carved newel
post on the interior staircase, and delicate interior mouldings
contribute to the character of the building. The structure survives

amidst modern suburban development and is particularly significant
relative to these surroundings.

A central,
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Detail of newel post in the
central hall.

41 "

Detail of hardware on front
door.
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Detail of archway in the central
hall,

Fireplace in the first story

geast parler,

Detail of carved decoration on

mantel in the east parlor.
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